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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor...
The Season of Advent and Christmas is upon us, and how appropriate that
music is being emphasized throughout this month. Our new hymnal, “Glory
to God” – which we dedicated on Christ the King Sunday (November 20),
will offer old and new hymns alike for our worship. But each service of
worship this month holds an “extra” for our celebration:
December 4 – The Highlanders, Lees-McRae College’s revived show choir,
will sing.
December 11 – Our Bell Choir will play, AND our Preschool children will
open our worship with singing.
December 18 – Our choir and musicians will provide a special musical
presentation.
December 24 – Two Christmas Eve services, at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., will
include special music and plenty of singing. Children will have a singing role
at the early service; both will include communion and candlelighting.
December 25 – A service of lessons and carols will help us celebrate
Christmas Day.
Each service will again include lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles –
HOPE, PEACE, LOVE, JOY, and the CHRIST candle. Those doing the
lighting will share a personal reflection related to the particular emphasis of
the candle.
In addition to worship, our sanctuary decoration and Chili dinner will take
place on Saturday, Dec. 3 – but that this year we are holding it in the middle
of the day, starting at 11:00 a.m. All hands, large, small, young and old, are
welcome and needed!
AND, on Sunday afternoon, December 11, a special presentation of “A
Christmas Carol,” open to the community, will be put on in the sanctuary.
See article inside for details.
December is an exciting month at BEPC, and I look forward to the additional
blessing of your presence when we gather!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
.

December 4-18: We will continue our study of Walter Bruggemann’s book Names for the Messiah.
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles; Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how the people understood it then, how
Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of that title. Christians have
claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. In this study, best-selling author
Walter Brueggemann tackles the questions: What were these expectations? And did Jesus fulfill them?
December 25: no class

Comfort Makers
December Quilt Dedication - Nancy Clark
The Comfort Makers dedicate this blanket Nancy Clark. We picked this one because fall colors
are Nancy's favorites! If you think the furnishings and decor of our church are beautiful, you have
Nancy Clark to thank. She has an eye for perfectly chosen furniture pieces, upholstery and wall
treatments, so she makes us look good! Nancy does this among her many other good works such
as Feeding Avery Families and helping with food whenever the church needs it. We appreciate all
you do Nancy!

BEPC Preschool
“A Christmas Carol” is Coming to Banner Elk!

In a performance concert that you, your family and friends will not want to miss, national storyteller TIM LOWRY will immerse
you in Charles Dickens’s beloved Christmas story, A Christmas Carol. Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 11th at 4:00
p.m. in the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church sanctuary. Cookies and spiced tea will be served in the King Fellowship Hall
following the performance. BEPC, under the sponsorship of the Session and the Worship Arts Committee, is providing this
special one- time offering as a Christmas gift to the community, so spread the word.
Tim immerses himself in his characters and will then bring you fully into the experience. Even though this is a
well known classic, audiences across the continent have raved about how he brings to life a story and a
message of Christmas like no other media. Accomplished as an interpreter in Charleston SC, a beloved teller
in elementary schools and a delighter of adults with tales, history and stories, Tim will be your new best
friend.

In the month of November our preschool and staff had lots to be thankful for! The teachers and I were able to attend a lovely
Teacher Appreciation Dinner hosted by the Blue Ridge Partnership for Children. It was an evening for all early childhood
educators in our area; we felt very much appreciated for our daily work and enjoyed networking with other teachers. Our
preschool students have also shared many stories of what they are thankful for such as: ice cream, Superman, their home, f
amily, little birds, movies, swimming pools, friends and toys. The Scholastic Book Fair also took place; we earned over $750
in rewards from all of the sales. These rewards will be used for furniture and supplies for the preschool. Thank you to everyone who came out for the Book Fair Pancake Supper; we enjoyed a fun evening filled with books, laughter, friends and a
puppet show. Now we are looking forward to December with lots of holiday celebrations and joyful activities. On December
3rd we are excited to participate in The Hanging of the Greens here at our Church. On the December 16th, we are hosting a
date night for our parents - there will be childcare at the preschool from 6-9pm for $10/child. The last day of school before
Christmas break is Wednesday December 21st. We wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas!
- A.C. Marriott, Director

Tim is a native of Kentucky and has lived in the Charleston SC area since 1993. Tim, now a full time
storyteller, trained as a teacher. He and his wife (who is also a teacher) have two daughters.

Hanging of the Greens & Chili Lunch (A New Schedule)
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the Hanging of the Greens and Chili Lunch will
take place on Saturday, December 3rd at 11:00 am. The tree will be decorated as well as the Sanctuary. This will be followed by our traditional chili and cornbread lunch at 1:00 pm. This time change has
been moved back to allow everyone the opportunity to attend the Banner Elk Town Christmas Parade
and festivities in the Tate-Evans Park which will take place at 5:00 pm.
If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili cornbread lunch. Please bring the
entire family to help decorate or watch as we prepare our Sanctuary for Advent. You will also have
the opportunity to put a wreath or poinsettia in the Sanctuary during Advent in honor or memory of
someone.

Poinsettias & Wreaths
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias and Christmas
wreaths. If you would like to place a poinsettia or wreath in honor or in memory of a
loved one, please contribute $10 per poinsettia, $12 per regular size wreath, or $40 per
large wreath for each person you wish to remember. Please designate their name(s) on
your check, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by
December 12, 2016 .

The Preschool Giving Tree
This is an opportunity to include the preschool in your gifting this season. There is a tree in the
fellowship hall containing pictures of items the teachers chose as preferred additions to their
classrooms. All the information you need to order and deliver these presents to the classroom
is on the card hanging on the tree. Just choose an item and follow the instructions. Thank you for
all your support to the preschool. For questions call Cathy Richmond at 828 898 9019.

Park & Play Project Is Underway!
Parking Lot
The warm, dry weather has enabled Gilliam Construction to make excellent progress on the new parking lot. The “fill” phase
is complete, the storm drains are installed, the hillside has been matted and seeded and they are preparing for the new curbs and
gutters. The churches are visible from the town and the town is visible from the lot! You can follow the progress on the
church website at http://bannerelkpresbyterian.org/new-parking-lot-construction/.
Playground
Work is well underway on the preschool playground. In October Joel Owen (The Landsman) and his crew cleared the
preschool site by removing the trees, bushes and fences. Steve Gilliam (Gilliam Construction) then brought in his equipment to
remove the asphalt, build a wall, and level the site. Gilliam reached a point in his construction of the parking lot where he was
able to start his work on the playground on November 18th. The asphalt has been removed and work has begun on the wall. We
are so fortunate because Joel Owen and Steve Gilliam are donating all of their time and material on this project which is saving
us thousands of dollars.

Message in Music
On Sunday, December 18, the Choir and soloists will present a Message in Music
during the 11am Worship Service. The music is composed by Pepper Choplin, a
fulltime composer/arranger whose anthems and larger works the choir has sung
over the past few years.
This Christmas work is titled "Go Sing It on the Mountain" and embodies a proclamation
of Christ's enduring Love as well as an invitation to the listener to live a life worthy of that Love.
Each piece is composed with a scripture in mind and combines a traditional folk or hymn
tune arranged with Choplin's unique style of music and text. Of course, the title of the
work "Go Sing It on the Mountain" is presented as a centerpiece with vibrant energy, based on the spiritual “Go, Tell It on
the Mountain”. The choir is looking forward to sharing this music with you during this very special time of year.
- Diane Rydell

Christmas Joy Offering
Each Christmas our denomination emphasizes a special offering,
Christmas Joy, which supports two ministries. The first is to aid
church workers, from local church staff to missionaries, who have
experienced severe and unexpected need. The second is to develop
future racial ethnic leadership through scholarships to Presbyterianrelated racial ethnic schools and colleges. If you wish to give to this special offering, please write “Christmas Joy Offering”
in the memo of your check to BEPC. Envelopes will also be available in the sanctuary and office.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be held
Thursday December 1st from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and helps many people in this community. Please mark your
calendars and, if you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal!

The Daniel Plan - Fall Restart

New Greeting Cards!

Just in time for Christmas,
the Worship Arts Ministry
is offering a new set of
greeting cards. Each card
has a beautiful piece of
artistry on the front, with
information on the artist
and the church, and a scripture verse on the
back. These will be on sale for $10 for a
package of 10. This is only to recoup
expenses for the publication. The cards are
now available in the church office.

From the Office
BEPC has been blessed with many generous gifts throughout 2016.
We have been able to meet budgetary needs while still supporting
numerous missions outside of the budget. THANK YOU! For those
who wish to complete giving on 2016 pledges to the general fund or
Park & Play and receive tax deduction status, please ensure that
donations are in the church office or postmarked no later than
December 31. The church office is open Monday through Thursday
from 8:30am-2:00pm.
The Church Office will be closed Monday December 26th for the
Christmas holiday.
Articles for the January newsletter
should be turned in to the church office
by December 21st.

We continue to meet as a group to learn about new healthy eating habits that result in stronger bodies.
Weight loss is part of the goal, but beyond that, the group discusses how to add to exercise, tricks for
eating healthy and generally preparing our bodies to better serve God. Meetings are at 3:30 pm on
Wednesdays in the Margaret Tate Parlor and all are welcome. If you would like to join us, email Janet
Speer at speerj@lmc.edu.

New Members
Rosemary Gore Stevens
Our newest new member is made for all seasons: Rosemary Gore Stevens loves to ski, hike
and bike outdoors, and brings her talents for music and theater
indoors.
Although she’s been back and forth to Banner Elk and our church
“all my life,” she comes most directly from First
Presbyterian in Wilmington, NC, has lived in California, New
York City and France!
Daughter of Grover and Marianne, she’s moved back here and is a paralegal with the Di Santi
law firm in Boone. How lucky we are to have all that interesting background under our roof!

You are invited to drop in at
Linville United Methodist Church
(126 Ruffin Street, Linville)
December 10 from 3:00 - 5:00 PM
for our
Nativity Display Open House
and to join us in the fellowship hall and sanctuary
for refreshments and music of the season.

BEPC Christmas Eve Services
Two candlelight worship services will be held on Christmas Eve. The first service will
be at 5:00 p.m. with Holy Communion served by passing the trays and the second
service at 7:00p.m. with Holy Communion served by intinction. Please join us as we
celebrate the birth of the Christ child.

Are You a Parent of a Preschooler?
Banner Elk Presbyterian is sponsoring P.O.P. (Parents of Preschoolers). All parents with preschool children are invited to
participate. P.O.P. is a program that provides child care, a meal for parents, fellowship and a Bible study. The group usually
meets twice a month on Sunday evenings 5:30-7:15 pm in the fellowship hall. Both church members and friends are
welcome.
Currently the Bible Study is the gospel of Mark, chapters 4 and 5. . Ed Donnell, a Parish Associate for BEPC and his wife,
Cathy Richmond, are the leaders.

Around the Church…

Please let Ed or Cathy know that you are planning to attend so that they can plan for child care
and meal preparation. Your children should be fed prior to coming to P.O.P.
Collection of Turkey Boxes
Rev. Palmer Clemmer preaching on
November 27, 2016

Avery Project Christmas
Lees-Mc-Rae Bobcat Comes for a Visit!
(Amanda Leonard)

Each year, our congregation participatesin Reaching Avery Ministry’s “Project Avery Christmas”
which helps families in need by providing gifts for their children. Parents or guardians are invited to
“shop” at an appointed time for three gifts for each child (at no charge). These are then gift-wrapped
on the spot so that they can be taken home. Often, gift cards to local grocery stores are included, so
that some food needs can be met.
This year, unwrapped gifts for children, birth through 8th grade, are needed for the Christmas Store, which will be held on
Dec. 6th and 7th in Newland. You may purchase items or donate funds for the purchase of needed gifts. All gifts should be
brought to the church office by December 4th. If you wish to volunteer to help with the store, please contact Janet Milsaps at
the RAM office 733-5127.

Pancake Supper and Puppet Show Nov. 10th

Our church generously supports this project each year…won’t you help us continue this special ministry? For more
information, please call Susan Carter at 898-5728.

ROMEOS
ALL GUYS WELCOME!
For many years a group of men have enjoyed eating lunch together on Thursdays. Sometimes the
group is referred to as ROMEOS (retired old men eating out), but in fact, some of the group are not
retired--and some are not even old! So far, all members of the group are guys, but no one is excluded!
Feel welcome to join this light-hearted bunch of church friends as we sample food in all the nearby
restaurants. Just call the church office (898-5406) or tell Rob or Tony if you’d like to receive the
weekly phone call reminder and information.

Support Groups
Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be December 12th.

Church Happenings
JULIETS
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Isabelle Bernstein
Raymonda Luginbuhl
Rick Owen
Debbi Hagna
Bobby Tate
Cameron Moeller
John Angel
Nancy Clark
Cammy Pittman
Jeff Davis
Paul O'Connell
Diane Rydell
Kenneth Easley
Susan Carter
Marilee Williams
Brenda Beall
Barbara Nixon
Bill Wilson
Susan Ferguson
Cheryl Kirkpatrick
Steve Smith
Carol Hodnett
Stephen Rydell
Marsha Jones
Peggy Travis
Adam Stapleton
Peter Stapleton

Many, many thanks to the newsletter
volunteers who help every month to
get the newsletters collated, folded,
and labeled - THANK YOU!!

The JJULIETS ( Just us ladies informally eating
together ) will celebrate the holidays with a Christmas
luncheon at the Over Yonder Restaurant across from the Mast
Store in Valle Crucis. We enjoyed our visit there last year and
are looking forward to a return on Wednesday, December 14
at 12:30 pm. Sign up at the Church or call Marge Bailey
at 387-4628.

Soup and Cookies!
Many thanks to all who made the Lees-McRae
Soup Lunch such a nice event. Over 100 people
attended and were treated to an assortment of delicious soups, salad and desserts. One favorite
goodie was Jane Boyer’s “Monster Cookies”. Because so many folks wanted the recipe, it
is included below. Thank you again for your help.

************************************
White Chocolate Pecan Monster Cookies
Yield: 8-9 large cookies
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon pure almond extract
1 ¾ cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Pinch of salt
2 cups old fashioned oats (not instant)
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup shredded coconut
1 cup white chocolate chips
1 cup dried cranberries
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two cookie sheets with parchment paper
and set aside. In the bowl of an electric mixer, cream the butter and sugar
for 2 minutes. Add the eggs and extract, mixing well.
In a separate bowl, combine the dry ingredients. Fold into butter mixture,
increasing speed to blend well. Fold in all other ingredients (nuts, chips,
coconut, cranberries).
Drop large 3-inch mounds of dough onto the prepared cookie sheets.
Bake 10-12 minutes or until lightly browned. Cool completely on wire rack.
Store in airtight container.
From Jane Boyer, served at Lees-McRae Soup Lunch to great acclaim!!

Guatemala 2016
For someone’s first trip out of the country, Guatemala was quiet the experience!! From trying
to take in all the sights, the culture, seeing an active erupting volcano to closing my eyes and
“keeping the faith” while traveling through city traffic and pot-hole filled roads!!
Every trip has its highlights and mine were in Moralia. I attended a Partnership Committee
meeting, went to a worship service at one of the homes in “Colonial Banner Elk” and discovered that ALL houses, Arca de Noa church and Brother Selvin’s classroom now have water
filters.
However, the best part of my trip was getting to know a very bright, intelligent young man
named Ivan. Ivan is one of Brother Selvin’s sons. When Barbara and I walked into church on
Sunday morning, Ivan was seated at the keyboard “picking out” praise song tunes. Later that
evening Barbara and I talked with Ivan and he told us that he can play some by ear but would
like to learn more. Fifteen minutes later the keyboard was set up at Ivan’s house and I began
to teach him to read music. 3 ½ hours later, with many smiles AND MANY tears of joy, Ivan
was playing two different hymns by reading notes in both treble and bass clefs!
I want to thank everyone in this church for all the support for this mission partnership. Through your support, I was able to go
to Moralia and visit with our most gracious, humble, welcoming, loving brothers and sisters in Christ. By the way, Ivan is still
practicing!
- Sara Brewer
It is always a joy to spend time with our Brothers and Sisters inArca de Noé and every year is different in special ways. This
year Sara Brewer made her first trip outside the US. I see things with new eyes every time someone new is with me. Thank
you, Sara, for your new eyes, heart and love you shared.
The glasses and the cases made by Martha Burns were deeply appreciated. We left it to the session to dispense the 99 pairs.
They will do it, I am sure, in a very Presbyterian way, with a committee and in an orderly fashion!
This is the first year for the new scholarship cycle, so many of the children were new. There were over 200 people packed inside and outside the little sanctuary to celebrate the end of the school year and enjoy a delicious chicken and rice lunch provided by YOU. Their kitchen committee did a great job of getting everyone fed in an atmosphere of love and fellowship.
Brother Selvin, who is a teacher, introduced the scholarship children as they came up to the front of the sanctuary. He asked
each one of them how many times their parents had visited the school during the year. (There are 40 children on scholarship).
A few said three times, some said twice, most said once and even a few none. He then admonished the parents attending to treat
their children’s education as they would the corn they plant for their sustenance. He asked, “After you plant your corn seeds, do
you leave them alone? Or do you fertilize them, water them, weed them, take care
of them so that they don’t wither and die? Your child’s education is like the corn
you need to live. You must tend to it or it will not bear fruit. Visit the school, see
that your child does his homework, be stewards of your child’s education as you
would care for your corn”.
Sara played the keyboard and we sang a couple of hymns. One we chose was
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”. As we sang, I looked out over the large group of
Brothers and Sisters in Christ and though about the words that are so familiar but
with new meaning for me. “Our hearts in Christian love, the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.” No matter where we are we are in this world,
we are united in Christian love. Blest be the tie that binds.
- Barbara Hosbein

2016 Chrismon Ornament
Bob Pullease has once again made a beautiful Chrismon ornament for the tree in the sanctuary.
These ornaments are carefully handcrafted by Bob and are a great addition to the tree. Please take
time to see all of these lovely ornaments.
Thank you, Bob, for the beautiful ornament as well as your generosity.
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For several years, George Anderson has been writing get-better-acquainted sketches of our members for this newsletter.
While he’s recuperating from some health issues, we decided to write a bit about him and what
he means to us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Wonderful Life
“Everybody loves George!” is a statement often heard throughout our church family. George
Anderson: a man of great stamina, strength of character, kindness—a gentleman in its truest
sense.
After attending a one-room school, then graduating from high school two years early, George
set off at age 16 with bus fare in his pocket, to put himself through college. Part-way through
his education, he was drafted into the army and served in Vietnam, during which time he
became pen-pal to a lady who helped select him as prospective husband for her daughter,
Luana. They’ve now been married nearly 50 years. (This romantic story has already been in
our newsletter, but if you missed it, be sure to ask them to tell you about it.)
George completed grad school with studies in guidance and counseling and began a multifaceted career in newspaper-editing, teaching, educational administration, and juvenile
justice to name a few areas of his work. On the side, he managed and was lead vocalist in a
band, Smuckers Blue Grass Jam, in which he played mandolin.

George in Vietnam

The Anderson family came up from Florida to vacation in the mountains for a number of years including time at Linville Land
Harbor where they eventually built a home. They now live off the Blue Ridge Parkway in Pineola. George and Luana have
two children, Gardner and Geana plus five grandkids including Eriana who is part of our BEPC family.
George is a natural-born storyteller, often regaling friends with tales of growing up in a big West Virginia family—or sharing
the fun and adventure of a life well-lived. As a member of our church he has served as Elder, Clerk of Session, sung in both
the formal choir and the men’s choir, been a weekly volunteer in the reception area, written for the newsletter, enjoyed the
Romeos lunch group and has been an enthusiastic supporter of all the church’s missions and activities. He says the “best
thing” that he’s done in the church was being part of the Pastor
Nominating Committee which recommended Feild Russell to be our
pastor.
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In one of the most inspiring movies of all time, “It’s a Wonderful
Life,” his guardian angel shows the character (also named) George,
all the lives he has touched and how different life in their community
would be if he had never been born. This writer could not help drawing the parallel to our own George Anderson who has touched us all
with his wonderful life. Our entire congregation sends him our love
and all best wishes!
- written by Claire
Fortune
Smuckers Bluegrass Jam Band
(George is on the right)

A Pearl of Wisdom…..
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One of Our Own

My favorite poem from childhood was Longfellow's:
"...tell me not in mournful numbers life is but an empty dream
For the soul is dead that slumbers
And things are not what they seem/Life is real and life is wondrous
Dust thou art and dust returneth t'was not spoken of the soul.
Yes, that mysterious journey called life. What is its purpose? What are the goals? We don't really know so we need to transfer
all our problems to our Heavenly Father and rely on His heavenly grace. We follow the path of the "good book". Make the
Lord our # 1 one in everything.
- George Anderson

