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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship– traditional
with Men’s Gospel Choir
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor…..
If you missed Worship on July 26, you missed a fine and inspiring sermon. The
Reverend Dr. Brian Blount, President of Union Presbyterian Seminary, preached
that day, and weaved multiple stories into an overall stewardship theme.
One of the references that struck me was his reminder about how, in the Gospel of
Mark, the disciples are constantly worried about whether there will be enough,
especially when it comes to food. Jesus feeds 5000 with five loaves and two fish,
while the disciples worry about there being enough. On another occasion he feeds
4000 with seven loaves and a few fish, while the disciples fret over the meager
resources.
Shortly thereafter they are in a boat and had forgotten to bring provisions and had
only one loaf with them, and again they are filled with anxiety over how much
they have, this time exaggerating the situation by stating to one another that they
had no bread at all, even though we know they have one loaf.
Jesus reminds them, and us, that when he is in the formula, there is always
enough, and then some. Yet we haven’t progressed much in the years and
generations between those first disciples and us. We still fear we won’t have
enough.
When times are lean: enough to make ends meet. When doing a little better:
enough to put aside for the children’s college fund. Once kids are out of the nest:
enough for retirement of any kind. As we become more settled and comfortable:
enough to retire with the same, or better, lifestyle. And there is always anxiety
over having enough to cover health issues that might arise.
No matter what stage of life we are in, part of the human condition seems to be to
have anxiety over whether we will have enough. Despite Jesus reminding us that,
with him in the mix, there is not only enough, there is more than enough.
This is a useful reminder to me every time I consider how I will respond to the
stewardship challenge of the church. In order to respond with the desired level of
generosity, I have to move beyond my anxiety over not having enough. Truth be
told, I have plenty…more than I need. And when I place my gift into the hands of
the church – my modern version of the disciples placing the loaves and fishes into
Jesus’ hands long ago - it is staggering how my offering is multiplied to feed and
sustain God’s people.
I hope you will join me in exchanging anxiety for generosity, and together we will
watch and celebrate the mighty acts of God through this church.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Oasis

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
We will begin a new study that has been a popular one in many churches. The book Same Kind of Different as Me, written by
Ron Hall and Denver Moore. One critic says the book is “The most inspirational and emotionally gripping story of faith,
fortitude and friendship I have ever read. A powerful example of the healing, restorative poser and forgiveness and
transformational life changing poser of unconditional love.”
Aug 2- Introduction to book and discussion of chapters 1-13
Aug 9 Discussion of chapters 14-28
Aug 16 Discussion of chapters 29-42
Aug 23 Discussion of chapters 43-54
Aug. 30 Discussion of chapters 55--end of book

Supplies Needed for OASIS
OASIS needs our help! The local agency which serves victims of domestic violence in Avery
County is in need of various items. There is a detailed list of these items in the church office;
some of those frequently requested are toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, children’s and
adult’s underwear, socks, shoes, first aid supplies, batteries, and towels. Please drop off items
in the box on the counter in the reception area of the office. Questions? Call Dick Larson (898
-9341) or Donna Dicks (898-6667).

Presbytery Resource Center

“Empty Bowls” to Benefit Feeding Avery Families
Be sure to mark Saturday, September 12, noon-3:00 p.m., as a time to participate in an activity to promote the
Feeding Avery Families ministry in which BEPC is actively involved. Many of our members help pack and
distribute food boxes each month. For the second year, there is a way to enjoy good food and
fellowship while contributing to a worthy cause. The luncheon will be held right here in Banner Elk at Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church. At the “Empty Bowls” event, you will be able to choose a hand-made bowl crafted by
one of our talented area potters. Then you’ll feast on your choice of home-made soup, bread, and dessert. You
can eat at tables with friends old and new, make a contribution for your meal, and have the opportunity to bid
on a silent auction. The proceeds from this event help provide food for folks in our county.
There are several ways you can help with this meal: volunteer to set-up, serve, clean-up; make a recipe of your delicious soup,
bread or dessert; donate items for the silent auction; come and eat; all of the above! Call Claire Fortune, 898-4950, with your
offer to assist.

Elder Nominations
The Elder Nominating Committee requests your assistance in the nomination process. Four
persons are needed for the Session Class of 2018. In making your recommendations, be guided by
these principles:
 Read Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-13
 From the Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): "Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good
judgment. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and the
world." (G-6.0303)
 Church leaders are extremely important. The nominations process is not a "popularity contest." Serving as an elder is
hard, demanding work. Make this nomination process a matter of fervent prayer;
 Only confirmed members of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church may make nominations and/or serve as an elder
 Presently serving elders may be eligible for a second term



Suggestions may be submitted during the month of August. Please pick up a Nomination Form from the office and return
suggestions on the signed form to the church office as soon as possible, but no later than Aug. 23. Thank you for your prayers
and participation.

It is coming soon – the Women’s Connection, that is. August 6-9 is the date, and the Montreat Conference Center is the place.
Here in the Jo Bales Gallagher Resource Center we have a bibliography of books which can enrich the Bible study for the
coming year, COME TO THE WATERS, by Judy Record Fletcher. Some of these pertain directly to the study, and others can
help with further study.
Many of us still remember vividly the shooting of the Amish children in Pennsylvania and the amazing forgiveness shown by
the Amish community. Lesson 7of the study highlights forgiveness as “streams of mercy,” using passages from Isaiah 35,
Psalm 51, and Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. In AMISH GRACE, written about the tragedy and its surprising aftermath, we see
concrete evidence of how God’s “streams of mercy” work in the lives of those who follow Jesus’ admonition to love our enemies.
In chapter 4 of the study, “Dangerous Waters – God’s Deliverance,” based on Joshua 3 and Psalm 69, two well-known authors
are referenced: Anne Lamott and Frederick Buechner. The center has two books, which may help enhance the message Judy
Fletcher is emphasizing, TRAVELING MERCIES by Lamott and WHISTLING IN THE DARK: A DOUBTER’S DICTIONARY by Buechner. Both are readable and inspirational.
The Jo Bales Gallagher Resource Center will have a display at the Women’s Connection. Please come by and check it out, or
visit us on the lower level of the Moore Center. Summer hours are Monday 2 p.m. -5 p.m., and Tuesday and Thursday 10 a.m.
– 2 p.m. We look forward to seeing you soon!
For more information, contact Beverly Highland, Director, at 828/669-3600 or email wncresourcecenter@gmail.com

Women’s Study Group
Leslie Piper has started a new book study for women. The group meets every Monday at 4pm in the
upstairs Sunday School room. The study book is Embracing Forgiveness: What it Is and What it Isn't,
by Episcopal priest Barbara Cawthorne Crafton. The study utilizes a DVD presentation by Ms Crafton,
and there is a study book available through the church office for $12. Please sign up in the church office
when you purchase your book.

Milestones

Circle Dancing

Margaret Trivette Celebrates 32 Years with BEPC!
Margaret Trivette is a person making a difference in the life of the Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. Her 32 year career as Housekeeper spans the ministries of
Rev. Jim Murray, Rev. Rick McGarry, Rev. Tom Phillips, Rev. Tyler Martin,
Rev. Joseph Washburn, and Rev. Feild Russell. The Personnel Committee
learned that the Martha Washington Inn and the Barter Theatre in Abington,
Virginia are special places for the Trivette family, and the Session voted funds
for a special recognition Gift Certificate for two people. The smile from
Margaret lets us all know that she will soon be traveling. From everyone who
has benefitted from your faithful and efficient help, Thank You, Margaret !

In Case of Emergency….
Rev. Russell will be away from August 16 through August 23
for vacation and Continuing Education leave. In case of
emergency, please contact Rev. Ed Donnell at 828-898-9019
(h) or 336-504-0276 (cell) or Rev. Leslie Piper at 828-8983135(h) or 704-591-9921 (cell).

A night of fun is planned for August 3 at 7pm in the
King Fellowship Hall. We will be doing some
moving on our feet and in our chairs. Ed Donnell
will call big mountain circle dancing. You don't
need any experience or partners, just a desire to have
fun and learn a little bit. He will teach and lead us
through all the moves. (he has done this with 3 year
olds and 80 year olds). Come, bring friends, bring
cookies, and bring your smile.

Back to School Blast
Avery County Schools
Avery County Schools, in partnership with Linville Land Harbor and other community supporters, are sponsoring a Back to
School Bash from 11am-2pm on Saturday, Aug. 1st at Linville Land Harbor. The event brings together community partners to
offer free school supplies and information vital for a safe, successful school year. The Back to School Bash will offer law
enforcement, fire/safety demonstrations, free/reduced lunch applications, school registration packets and other required forms,
family health and insurance information, various activities, free haircuts, clothing, backpacks and school supplies. The day
promises to assist families as well as offer a time of celebration in beginning a new school year. Donations may be made
payable to the Avery Education Foundation. Donations may still be made after the August 1st event. For more information, call
828-733-6006.

Welcome New Members to BEPC

Coupons
Coupon clipping for Military Personnel
The military coupon program at our church seems to have dwindled down to very few coupons being
turned in each month. Because of this, it has been decided to discontinue collecting them for a while. If
you have coupons already clipped, please bring them to the collection box in the church office by August
9th; whatever we have will be mailed later that week. Thank you for participating in this program; it may
be begun again next year.

Notes from the Choir

Bill L& Terri Lattta

Beth Johnston

Garry and Denise Powell

"Our Father" Music Program
On August 30th at 4pm in the sanctuary, the chancel choir will present a musical
interpretation of The Lord's Prayer composed by Pepper Choplin in 7 pieces. Each piece
or "anthem" is unique and has brought new insight to us as we have studied and
absorbed this beautiful music. The opening is a reassurance of God's love and presence in
our lives and is restated towards the end of the work. We hope you will plan to be
present for this musical event and that it will enrich your prayer life as it has those of us in the choir. The
program will be less than an hour. Please come and bring a friend.

Bob and Angela Todd

Helen and Rives Castleman

Little Free Libraries
BEPC Look Alike Library
You may have noticed a miniature version of BEPC located in the
yard by the office building. This is part of the Little Free Libraries
which can now be found nationwide, and were conceived some six
years ago as a community and literacy building project. The “Take
a Book, Leave a Book” book-sharing program has spread so there
are now an estimated 25,000 plus registered Little Free Libraries!
If you find something good to read, feel free to borrow it!
Return it, or another in its place, and enjoy meeting and greeting
friends as you share a love of reading! Our little library was built by Beth Shaffer of Greensboro and was installed by Larry
Zimmer and Jimmy Ennis. Please pass the word about our Little Free Library.

Around the Church

Art in the Sanctuary
Kathy Ward first came to Banner Elk in 2006 with her husband Jim and began attending Banner Elk Presbyterian
in 2007. She and Jim loved to travel and her interest in photography was a natural outgrowth of that. While her
favorite subject of photography has always been landscapes, she was drawn to the people of Guatemala when she
went on her first mission trip to Guatemala with the Presbytery of Western North Carolina delegation last
November. This trip was to celebrate the 20 year partnership with two Presbyteries in Guatemala. She took many
photographs of the people there, especially the children of Morelia, home of Arca de Noe’, our sister church. She
and Barbara Hossbein are working on a calendar of the Faces of Guatemala to be sold as a fundraiser for the
Guatemala mission. The photograph of the little Mayan girl was taken at a roadside stand where her mother was
selling clothing. The gentleman is Brother Franscisco Mendez, one of the elders of the church in Morelia. Kathy
has become passionate about the Guatemala mission, particularly the scholarship program and plans to visit again
in November.
Bible verse for meditation: Micah 6:8 And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.

Comfort Makers
The Judy Quilt

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Kruger Brothers Concert
Habitat for Humanity is having the Kruger Brothers perform live in concert at Hayes Auditorium at
Lees McRae College on Tuesday, August 11th. This award winning trio’s music has been influenced
by Doc Watson, Flatts and Scruggs and many others. They provide a unique voice in the world of
folk, Americana and classical music to create a sound all their own. This fundraiser will allow
Habitat of Avery County to continue to build houses for those who otherwise may not be able to
own a home. Tickets are $30 each and may be purchased at the Banner Elk and Avery County
Chambers. Please plan to attend and support this worthy cause!

This comforter is dedicated to Judy King. Judy has been a driving force in our
church. Along with her husband, the late Jim King, this couple has served many
meals, fixed many maintenance problems and built and renovated many new areas
that improved the facilities. In addition, Judy is a volunteer receptionist and has, for
years, taught Sunday School to Grandfather Home girls. It is her style to follow
through with the girls even when they leave the home. They can always depend on
Judy to be their mentor.
This comforter was designed by Beth Johnson and hung on the wall of the Sunday School room where Judy taught the
Grandfather girls. Notice that the center has a cross that seems to pass through the trees t hen through the sunlight and
ultimately to the universe.
These comforters are given to Resort Area Ministries, Hospice, and other worthy causes and is made by the “Comfort
Makers,” a group in our church who has made over 300 blankets.

Church Happenings
JULIETS

August Birthdays
2
3
7
8
8
9
9
11
12
17
20
26
28
29
29
30

Gordon Causby
Allen Clark
Bobby Duke
Dorothy Fryberger
Bill Tate
Debi Tornow
Linda Olsen
Libby McGowan
Sally Gunn
Ruth Matherne
Cliff Williams
Martha Dosher
Ben Vergara
Robert Todd
Linda Williams
Joe Ward

The Juliets ( Just us Ladies informally eating together) will meet
for food and fellowship at 12:30 pm on Wednesday, August 12 at
the Best Western. Gadabouts will cater a plated lunch priced at
$13.00 (all inclusive). Reservations must be made by signing up or
calling the Church or Marge Bailey ( 387-4628) before 4:00 pm on
Monday, August 3. Cancellations after that time will require payment.
Hope to see you there and please feel free to bring a guest.

Go For Baroque - Art That Is!
We will gather for lunch in the King Fellowship Hall after the
11:00am worship service on August 16. It will be a simple
meal of sandwiches, salads, and desserts. Bring your choice
of those items to share in fellowship with others.

After the meal, Jerry Olson will make
a brief presentation on the art of
Caravaggio. Please mark the date and
plan to attend. See you there!
The Calling of St. Matthew
by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl knitters are going to take a little break from our meetings until September 15.
We have shawls available if anyone has a need for one. Just call Cathy Richmond at 828-898-9019.
Also, if anyone has a shawl to contribute just place it in the closet across from the elevator on the
second floor. News about start up will come in September.

Dinner Italian Style
Shower for Baby Ennis
Meet the baby! On Sunday, August 2nd at
3:00pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor, there will be a baby
shower to meet Beau Wilder Ennis, born on June 2, and son
of Lyndsay and Jimmy. We want to welcome this newest
addition to our church family, so please join us on August
2nd so that Libby can show off her baby brother!

Singles, tired of eating alone? Join us
for food, fellowship and fun at Bella’s
Restaurant in Banner Elk, Tuesday,
August 18th at 6:00pm. Please call or
email Kathy Ward at 305-393-3917 or
kathyward610@gmail.com to RSVP
so we can give the restaurant a head count and reserve
a table. Hope to see you there!

Stewardship
When I was a child growing up in the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, my
Sunday School teacher was Miss Sue Hall. Miss Sue, along with her sisters,
Miss Jessie and Miss Jane, were all missionaries to China. (Note: this would
have been in the 1940s -- not an easy time to be in China.) Miss Sue told us
stories about the children in China and we were encouraged to bring a penny
each Sunday that would be sent to China to help these children.
Now it is 70 years later and the church continues to help those less fortunate.
How rewarding it is to me to continue to be part of this wonderfully generous
congregation that is now helping women of Appalachia through the New
Opportunity School.
Help comes in so many ways: meals, good wishes to the women, attending their graduation, monetary donations, clothing for
our clothes closet. All these ways of supporting the participants of the NOSW are so important and remind us how the
generosity of a congregation starts in small ways -- but continues a life time of service to others. Thank you, Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church congregation , for your many years of giving to others -- be it the gift to children in China 70 years ago
that made a life long impression on a small child of the church or a current gift of self and service to women in need in
Appalachia. What a legacy our church passes on through generations of care and compassion to others. As I think of our
church, I am reminded of a hymn “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” (#761 in God to Glory, our new Presbyterian
Hymnal”) which in part reads: “May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend, equal partners in our
caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.” These words describe the love and generosity of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
congregation.
Jane Baucom Stephenson, Founder
New Opportunity School for Women
Affiliate Member, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church

Baptism at the Lake
At 3:00pm on Sunday July 19th, approximately 70 BEPC members and friends gathered on the sand at Wildcat Lake in
Banner Elk for baptism by immersion. The Rev. Feild Russell was the officiating pastor. Thirteen members of the Men’s
Choir, accompanied by Diane Rydell on the autoharp, sang, “I’ll Meet You by the River”. Fulfilling a request from Morgan
Matney was Margaret Tate, age 97. As the oldest regularly attending Elder, Margaret questioned and represented the
congregation at the service. Rev. Russell called the gathering to order with prayer. He also gave a statement of purpose, and
explained the meaning of baptism as a symbol of faith. Morgan Kaisse Matney, daughter of Terry Matney, and Sidney
Malone Taylor, daughter of Amy Anderson, were baptized by immersion in Wildcat Lake. The
worshipers sang together, “Lord I Want to Be A Christian,” and Rev. Russell closed the
gathering with prayer. Other persons present at Wildcat Lake sat on the dock and around the
lake while listening to the music and watching the proceedings. I am proud of the statement of
faith presented during this baptism by immersion at Wildcat Lake, by the Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church to the vacationing and Sunday afternoon activity crowd.
- Susan Carter
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Moderator Speaks
Heath Rada, Moderator of our PC(USA) General Assembly, spoke to the Mayland Fellowship
gathered at Crossnore Presbyterian Church recently. His message was one of positive enthusiasm
and
encouragement as he outlined a number of issues currently before the denomination. A major part
of
his address consisted of a time open for questions from the congregation. In addressing the wideranging concerns, he urged each of us to concentrate on 1 Corinthians 13:12, stressing that none of
us
knows the whole truth at this point in time. As our insight evolves, we should respectfully try to
understand each other’s viewpoints in a spirit of Christian love.
~~~~~~~~~~~
The following are excerpts from a prayer by Heath Rader which is posted on our denomination’s website:
As Moderator, I am acutely aware of the amazing ways the Holy Spirit is working in the PC(USA). Thus, it is that I offer
this prayer for our denomination. To God be the Glory.
Dear Loving God,
We have so far to go, and we can only do it with you behind us, and beside us, and in front of us, and within us.
God, help us to realize that we are all your children even when we don’t understand one another and accept each
other’s viewpoints. Help us to realize that each of us falls short of perfection and, in spite of our best efforts, falls
short of being the person you have called us to be. Help us to stand up when it matters, and to be quiet when all we
are doing is expressing our own opinions, and we know they are impacted by our own perceptions and often our
selfish concerns.
Our world is calling for models of love, and care, and compassion—when people join together even in spite of their
differences, and say to the rest of the world that we are all still in the process of becoming who we were created to
be—but we have not yet arrived. Let us find ways to tell the world that our differences are assets rather than liabilities.
Help us to realize that we often define sin by our own narrow understanding, and that our responsibility is to be the
best “ME” I can be—and not to be the judges of others.
So take us now. Take us and move us to new heights beyond our own comprehension. Let us see and discover that you
are making us into new creations in a world that has fallen short of your wishes, but still has potential, a potential in
which you believe.
With love and gratitude we offer this prayer O God, and also with a heartfelt and difficult admission of guilt as we
say, “I am so sorry God for the things I have done that disappoint you. Forgive me and equip me to do better. I really
want to do so.” In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen.
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BEPC Is Connected

After serving BEPC as Interim Pastor for a period of time, in 2013 Feild Russell was called
by our congregation as Designated Pastor, according to our Book of Order-- a pastoral
relationship for a term of not less than two nor more than four years. The two-year term
expires this month.
The church’s Personnel Committee, Pastor Nominating Committee and Session then
worked together to approve and recommend the change in the pastor’s call in
coordination with Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. Therefore, on Sunday, July 12, at
a called meeting of the congregation, the motion was made “to request the Presbytery of Western North Carolina to change
the status of Rev. Theophilus (Feild) Russell from Designated Minister to Permanent Minister of Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church.”
The resolution passed unanimously and the congregation celebrated the occasion with cake and punch on the lawn of the
church. Presbytery officially voted on this change of call from Designated Minister to Permanent Minister at its July 28
meeting.

