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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

From the Pastor….

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Membership
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Membership
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob
Clemmer, Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bepresbyterian.org
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
clemmerr@bepresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
traverd@bepresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship - traditional
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

Every time the General Assembly (GA) of the PCUSA meets I brace myself
for the inevitable controversy that will be stirred. This year was no different.
Positions taken on social issues are cheered by some and condemned by others.
Those who are pleased want to help others understand what is so wonderful
about the decisions, in their view. Those who are chagrined feel uncomfortable
with associating with a denomination so different from them, and often want to
do something, anything, to express displeasure.
So what happened? Three decisions this year are considered controversial.
The first has to do with the church’s continuing foray into peace and justice
issues as applied to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. By a slim 7-vote margin, the
Assembly voted to divest from 3 companies that sell products to Israel –
products that some believe contribute to the suffering of the Palestinian people.
While Palestinian Christians have thanked us for standing in solidarity with
them, the action has created serious tension between most Jewish groups and
our churches.
The other two decisions both have to do with the institution of marriage. A
Permanent Judicial Commission ruling, approved by the Assembly, gives
permission to pastors to perform gay marriages in states where that is legal.
Pastors retain discretion over whether or not they wish to do this; nothing is
mandated. And this ruling has little effect on us for the moment, as North
Carolina does not allow gay marriage. (A recent ruling by a three judge panel of
the Court of Appeals in Richmond will likely be appealed).
The other action will not take effect unless and until a majority of presbyteries
approve it. The Assembly voted to change the definition of marriage in our
Book of Order from ―between a man and woman‖ to ―between two people,
traditionally a man and a woman.‖
No matter where each of us stands on these issues, we might easily agree that
the topics of human sexuality and divestment have been and will remain
extremely divisive. Your Session has been asked to speak to these matters. As a
representative microcosm of the congregation, with some diversity of opinion,
Session nonetheless is of one mind on several points.

( Continued from Page 1)
First, it is unlikely that a marriage of a same-sex couple would take place on church property, or that it’s present pastor would
be presiding over such an occasion elsewhere. Session retains control of what happens on our property.
Second, we are not interested in directing a communication or act against the presbytery. This was attempted several years
ago, and while it made some exasperated members feel better, the effect it had was not what Session envisioned. It created
unanticipated division and seriously weakened this congregation in several ways…and it was not felt by the General
Assembly.
Third, your Session feels strongly that putting too much energy and time into these controversies will only bleed much of the
enthusiasm and passion evident in our church life and mission. While some will view this as weak and indecisive, Session believes that maintaining momentum with all of our positive ministries is a position of faithfulness. Rather than focusing a great
deal of attention on one or two contentious and schismatic issues, we hope to maintain the faithful mission and worship that
makes us so effective in our ministry.
Perhaps the bottom line is this: each Session member has an opinion on these controversies, some of them held quite strongly.
Chances are, you could find one or two of our spiritual leaders who would disagree with your position. But your elders love
you. Pray for you. Value you. And want you as part of this family of faith, right here in Banner Elk. To a person, we’d prefer
to have all the wonderful people of this congregation working together, even if we disagree on some of the hard questions.

Back To School
Avery County Schools
It seems that nearly everything you receive from us involves asking for help. Unfortunately, I think
that is probably true. I recently received a letter from David Burleson (Superintendent for Avery
County Schools) with information that struck me. He noted that 60% of the students in our system
qualify for reduced or free lunches, and that 33.9% of our students live below the federal poverty
level. There is an event coming up that gives us a chance to impact this situation. On August 16,
from 10 AM until 2 PM our neighbors in Linville Land Harbor will be hosting a Back to School
Bash, offering free school supplies, resources and information. If you'd like to provide help, supplies
or financial assistance, call 733-6006. There will be lots of other fun, celebratory activities at the
Bash, so let's join them. We can't make this problem go away, but we can contribute. Making a
difference, however small, is worth the effort.
Dick Larson, Missions Chairman

Reaching Avery Ministry

At our most recent presbytery meeting, a Commissioner to GA ended her report by saying, ―The real work of the church takes
place in my home church.‖ I whole heartily agree.
Perhaps an overall faithful response to all that is going on is to simply remain focused on the mission of BEPC, ministries of
compassion that transform, through our worship and witness. We might even be an example to our community and world of
how people can overcome differences because what we have in common – our devotion to Jesus Christ – is just too strong to
break.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
August 3: Gordon and Hui Causby talk to us about their mission and education work in China.
August 10 Continuation with Martin Thielen's book: Chapter 11 Good religion provides a prophetic voice
August 17 Continuation with Martin Thielen's book: Chapter 12: Good religion builds community
August 24 Continuation with Martin Thielen's book: Chapter 13: Good religion is hope filled
August 31 Continuation with Martin Thielen's book: Chapter 14: Good religion keeps an open mind

Inquirer’s Class
Pastor Feild Russell is planning another Inquirer’s Class if there are those interested in learning more
about Presbyterians and this congregation in particular. Thinking about membership, or curious about
Reformed theology and how Presbyterian churches run?
A class will be held following the 11:00 worship on September 7. Please contact the church office or
Feild directly to confirm your attendance. A light lunch will be provided and the class will be over no
later than 2:00pm.

Williams YMCA Promotes “It’s Time for a Change” in Avery County
During the month of August, Williams YMCA of Avery County will support the new ―It’s Time For a
Change‖ program which helps local families in need to provide disposable diapers and powdered formula for
their children. Janet Millsaps, director of Reaching Avery Ministry, (RAM), reports that young families have
a critical need for these items. Diapers and formula are often very costly for low income families to purchase
and are not ordinarily donated to RAM for distribution. Unfortunately, some parents are adding more water to
the baby formula than directed, and are not changing dirty diapers when needed. Both of these actions result
in poor health and behavior problems for infants and toddlers.
You may drop off diapers and powdered formula in the lobby of the ―Y‖ during the month of August; these items will be taken to the
RAM office for distribution to those in need. RAM (located near Ingles grocery store in Newland) will also accept these items at any time,
if you wish to take your donations there. You may also wish to contribute funds to their food/clothing pantry located at this site.
Please help by bringing the following:
diapers size 2, 3, or 4 (not newborn size)
cans of powdered infant formula
Thank you for your help in supporting the most vulnerable among us.
Contact DeLee Scott at Williams YMCA (737-5500) ext. 303 or Janet Millsaps at RAM (733-5127) for more information.

Counseling Services Available
There is a satellite office of Presbyterian Psychological Services here at Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. The office is staffed by Rev. Brant C. Piper, an ordained Presbyterian (USA) pastor and a NC Certified Pastoral Counselor. Rev. Piper provides counseling services for individuals, couples, families, and adolescents, takes some insurance,
and offers services on a sliding scale for those who don’t have insurance. Office hours
are on Mondays with additional times available on weekends and weekdays per previous arrangements. You can reach him on his cell at 704.779.4922 and you can find out
more about Presbyterian Psychological at www.presbypsych.org.

Presbyterian Habitat Build

Seminarian News

Presbyterian Build
Once again, we're building. I can't imagine that there is anyone in this room who is unaware of this congregation's long and
seminal relationship with the Avery County Chapter of Habitat for Humanity. It largely exists because of the efforts of one
of our deceased members, the Reverend Barrett Gilmer. We have a crew of men who work diligently year-round helping to
build these homes, at the rate, generally, of approximately three per year. Last year, for the second time, we participated in
a collaborative effort among the Presbyterian Churches in Avery County to sponsor and build a home, which was recently
dedicated. We're going to do it again.
Once again we have a commitment from the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Charlotte to provide substantial funding, as
well as a work crew of 27 people coming the first week in September. We have commitments from Arbor Dale, Crossnore,
Newland and Fletcher Presbyterian Churches for help with labor, lunches and funds. Building a sponsored home like this
costs $87,000, of which Habitat provides $30,000. That leaves us responsible for $57,000. Since this is a project that has
arisen well after our budget was set, there is no money in our current revenue stream to pay for this. Last year we raised
$10,000. We hope to do that again.
In order for a project like this to be truly successful, several things have to happen. Obviously, we need to get the home
built expeditiously, and get it paid for. Additionally, though, there is something I think we need to get out of it. If this is a
truly collaborative effort, then in the course of this process we should be working with, and getting to know, some of our
fellow Presbyterians in Avery County, whether we're actually building, providing meals or helping with the planning and
logistics. We've not always been successful in this. In order to try to be certain this occurs this time, we're going to have a
coordinator to keep each of the congregations informed about progress, needs and schedules. Fortunately, we've been able
to hit a home run here. The person who has agreed to assume this responsibility, as well as actively participating in the construction, is McCoy Franklin. We simply couldn't have found a better choice.
This is another example of our system of benevolences doing what many of us think it does best - reaching out to those in
our midst who are most in need. The mother in the family selected for this home is a graduate of the Crosnore School. As I
hope you know, these homes aren't free to the recipient families. They, along with their families and friends, contribute a
very substantial number of hours working on other Habitat homes, before they qualify for one of their own. After taking
ownership they do enjoy a very favorable mortgage, but are required to pay off that mortgage over then next twenty years.
Habitat is fond of saying that they provide a "Hand Up", not a "Hand Out".
That is what the hands of God do, and we are those hands.
Dick Larson

Help Needed for Presbyterian Build
The 2014 Presbyterian Build has already kicked off with visiting mission teams, and BEPC will be
working with members of other Avery County churches on three upcoming Saturdays: August 23rd,
September 20th, and October 4th. We will need 3-5 workers for each of these days and will provide
detail of what work will be done closer to each date. Please contact the church office by phone or
email if you can be part of the work team on one or all of these dates! If you have questions or need
further information please call Coy Franklin at 733-6553 or email at coybecky@bellsouth.net .
Comedienne Jeannie Robertson, August 12, 7 p.m., Hayes Auditorium
Tickets $50, purchased at the Chamber of Commerce or HFH website
Home and Garden Tour
Saturday, September 6, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the Crossnore area
Three art-filled homes, a treasured mountain garden, and a historic church.
Advance Tickets,$25, and available at Wingin’ It, Mountaineer Garden Center, and Eric’s Wine and Cheese.

A Note from Ben Garris, our Seminary student at Union Presbyterian Seminary
I just want to send you an update on everything that has been going on with me. This summer I have
been doing Clinical Pastoral Education for a school internship. In other words this means that I have
been serving as a hospital chaplain at Medical College of Virginia Hospital in Richmond, VA. This is a
level 1 trauma hospital for the state which means that others get transferred to this hospital but no one
gets transferred from MCV because they are top of the line. Each intern is stationed on a unit within the
hospital and I was assigned to Oncology/Hematology; divine providence perhaps considering Mom is
an oncology nurse. When we are not visiting patients on our units, we may be serving in the role of the
on-call chaplain for the hospital. This role primarily has us respond to trauma calls in the emergency
department and to other calls throughout the hospital, like deaths or CODES (where a patient is dying
but trying to be resuscitated etc.). The work is
challenging in its own ways, of course, not like the classrooms at Seminary but the intensity in the moment ministry that takes place when God walks with those in their darkest of times. It is rewarding and
humbling to be that vehicle for God's presence to all people. My last day of CPE is August 7th and then
I will have some weeks off before starting my final year in September. It is flying by!

Lees-McRae College

New Opportunity School for Women
Sponsors Friendship Luncheon
The New Opportunity School for Women at Lees-McRae College invites you to attend our inaugural friendship
luncheon at the Beech Mountain Club on Friday August 15th at 11:30 a. m. Cost for the luncheon is $35 and will
feature an address by Jane Stephenson. Please join us to learn more about NOSW as well as supporting it through
our silent auction which in keeping with our mission of embracing our Appalachian Heritage, will feature an array
of items crafted by local artisans. Participation in the silent auction is optional.

Freshman Move-In Day
Friday, August 15 is Freshman Move-in Day and BEPC has been there to lend a hand! This
year we not only need the kind of healthy snacks, yummy delights and smiling servers we’ve
provided in the past – we also need an individual willing to help coordinate and lead the
charge that day. Could that be you?
Come and share some joy and love that day. It would be most helpful, too, if you could send an email to or call the church
office to let us know how you are planning to help.

Wildcat Lake Picnic
Picnic at Wildcat Lake on July 22nd

BEPC New Members
Bert & Marilyn Bittan
The Bittans, Bert and Marilyn, come to us from Indian River Presbyterian
Church in Ft. Pierce, Florida. He is a retired lawyer (he says a "recovering"
lawyer!), and she is a retired teacher. They have been summer residents
here for 11 years, and they report that Beech Mountain has been the most
interesting place they have ever lived. They were looking for a
Presbyterian Church when they moved here, and, luckily for BEPC, they
chose us.
Marilyn served as an adjunct professor at Indian River Community College.
She worked in the adult education program where she helped adults to
obtain their GED. Her interests include tennis, exercise, music and art. Bert
practiced law in Ft. Pierce for 46 years and served as Prosecuting Attorney
for 20 years.

Jerry & Anne Shinn
Jerry and Anne Shinn come to us from Myers Park United Methodist Church
in Charlotte. Her home town is Smithfield, Virginia, and Jerry’s roots are in
Gaffney, South Carolina.
Ann was a career elementary school teacher in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools. She is a board member of the Greater Banner Elk Heritage
Foundation. A founding member and board member of the Beech Mountain
Historical Society, she also serves on the House Committee of the Beech
Mountain Club.
Jerry spent most of his career at The Charlotte Observer where he retired in
1988 as Associate Editor. His books include ―A Great Public Compassion:
The Story of Charlotte Memorial Hospital and Carolinas Medical Center‖, ―
Loomis: Celebrating a Lyrical Life‖, and ―Dixie Autumn‖, a novel published late last year. All three books are available at
Amazon.com and ―Dixie Autumn‖ is available at Fred’s General Mercantile on Beech Mountain.

Jane Ellen Baucom Stephenson (Jane)

E.O.T. Dinners (Every Other Tuesday!)
Food, Faith, Fellowship, & Fun
Singles! Tired of cooking for one every night? Join us for food, faith, fellowship and fun. We meet every
other Tuesday at 6:00pm; location will be printed in the bulletin, or
contact Kathy at 305-393-3917 or kathyward610@gmail.com or Sara Brewer
at 828-260-2060 or hicountryabc@skybest.com.

A child of this church has returned as an affiliate member. Jane's mother grew up in this
church, and both parents were members when Jane was baptized here on Easter Sunday in
1948. She served as organist during her teenage and young adult years.
Jane, who is the founder of the New Opportunity School for Women at Lees-McRae College,
is also responsible for starting three more Opportunity Schools for Women. They are located
at Berea College in Kentucky, Maryville College in Tennessee and Bluefield College in
Virginia. As you might suspect, organizing and fund-raising are two talents she utilizes well.
Jane moved to Lexington, Kentucky in 1966 and maintains her primary residence there; her
church membership remains at Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church. She returns to Banner
Elk during the summer months. A widow, she has three adult children - Jennifer, Rebecca,
and David. And a dog named Charlie!

Personal Note from the Pastor

Church Happenings
Fellowship Lunch
Sunday August 17th

August Birthdays
2 Gordon Causby
3 Allen Clark
7 Bobby Duke
8 Dorothy Fryberger
8 Bill Tate
8 Sonny Fletcher
9 Debi Tornow
9 Linda Olsen
11 Libby McGowan
12 Sally Gunn
17 Ruth Matherne
20 Cliff Williams
23 James Hodnett
26 Martha Dosher
28 Ben Vergara
29 Linda Williams
30 Joe Ward
30 Don Hilsmier

It may be possible that some of our BEPC friends have not yet heard the news making it’s
way around the church family. It relates to a very personal joy: I am getting married! Laura
Banner Carringer is the bride-to-be, and we plan to exchange vows at the end of the 11:00
worship service on September 28. All are welcome, of course, and we’ll be having a brief
reception in King Fellowship Hall after the service before heading out of town for a couple of
weeks.

The Church Fellowship Luncheon will be
Sunday August 17th following the 11am
worship service. We will have salads,
sandwiches, and desserts. Please sign up in
the church office and let us know what you will be bringing. This
is a great time to enjoy being with friends and family – and enjoy our wonderful newly
renovated fellowship hall!

I was intrigued several months ago when a new affiliate member expressed his joy over
having been ―twice blessed‖: after his first wife died he met and married again, thanking God
for two exceptional women in his life. I feel the same way – that God has greatly blessed me with a wonderful woman
to share my life with!
Feild

JULIETS OUT TO LUNCH - AGAIN!

Stewardship

The JULIETS will return to the Best Western
for their August luncheon. It will be Wednesday,
August 13 at 12:30. Please let us know if you plan to
attend. There will be a sign-up sheet in the reception area
or you may call the church office at 898-5406.

Stewardship Season
Our Financial Stewardship emphasis is underway in the month of August. The Reverend Whit Malone,
Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Hickory, NC, will be our guest preacher on August 17.
Commitment cards will be mailed out on August 18, with presentation of those cards on Consecration
Sunday, August 24. Come celebrate the present ministry of BEPC and catch our vision of ways we can
strengthen our faithfulness and witness!

New Grandson for Tom & Cindy Buar
Introducing: Our grandson, Thomas Rand
Warne, born July 10th at 10:00 pm, 6lbs.6oz.,
19 in. Mom & family are doing great. And,
Tom & I are indeed smitten!
Love and thanks for prayers ,

Session Review
July Session Review

Cindy & Tom (a/k/a "Grandma & Grampa."
Approved:


New Walkway and Steps!
At Last! The new walkways, steps, and railings have been completed It took longer than expected but well worth it.
Thank you for your patience and understanding during the construction process.







Exchange of marriage vows for Laura Banner Carringer and Theophilus Feild Russell at the end of
worship (11:00) on September 28, 2014, with Chaplain Ernest Banner officiating over the vows,
and a reception following in King Fellowship Hall
Guest preacher for September 28
Vacation for Feild Russell from September 29 – October 16 and November 24-30
Continuing Education Time for Feild Russell August 25-28
Quarterly Weekends for Feild Russell August 29-31 and December 26-28
The practice of Healing Touch ministry by member Chris Zimmer on a six month trial basis

Received a member’s letter of concern and discussed at length issues raised related to recent General Assembly actions.
A communication about this is included in the August newsletter.
Heard of recent gifts (memorial and otherwise) to our growing Preschool ministry
Received request from the Methodist Church to utilize our directional signage; will investigate whether or not this is possible
given town ordinances passed since we placed our signage.
Welcomed the following into Affiliate Membership:
Jerry and Ann Shinn
Bert and Marilyn Bittan
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BEPC Preschool and Summer Camp

Hello everyone from the BEPC preschool. The BEPCSummer Camp ran for 7 weeks and closed near the end of July. The kids and I have
had a blast this summer and we hope to have another camp next year. I can honestly say that every child enjoyed him or herself to the fullest
extent while at the camp. This was evident to all who were in and around the church during camp, because of the constant laughter that rang
through the building. There are no words to describe how grateful I am to the members of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church for allowing
me to use their facilities for the camp.

While we’ve had a great time this summer, it has gone by much too fast. You know what that means, is time to gear up for the 2014-2015
school year. Enrollment for children between the ages of two and four is still in the process and we have a few spots left. If you have any
children, or know of any children who are in need of a preschool program, please contact Shane Parker at (910)-381-6187. Thanks
everybody and enjoy the rest of your summer!

Chocolate is Always Good!

Best Friends Forever!

Let’s Rest Just a Minute!

Let’s see that Coke and Mentos candy trick—one more time!

