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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter

From the Pastor….

Class 2016
Don Hilsmier - Membership/Outreach
Carolyn Jones -Congregational Care
Rick Owen - Personnel
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance

Easter has just been celebrated, and it leaves me asking with the Psalmist
“What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to me?” One answer
that was easy was to participate in the One Great Hour of Sharing special
offering that is received on Easter Sunday.

Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Missions
Cathy Richmond - Preschool
McNair Tornow - Worship
Carolyn West - Fellowship & Nurture

The members and friends of this congregation are known to be generous
with such special causes. Why, in addition to the portion of our regular
budget that goes to mission, many other charitable undertakings are included
in the life of this church.

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Denis Powell - Educational Leadership

And it doesn’t end there. We have been good stewards of our property, too,
improving and beautifying spaces both inside and outside the building, all
through your benevolence. This year we hope to transform part of the new
property into much needed parking, and Session has already approved a
capital campaign to raise the funds necessary for this endeavor. Generous
people have already provided a healthy jump start to that upcoming
campaign.

Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry – Jim Swinkola

Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

So much is going well here at BEPC! And yet the Session was faced with
something of a dilemma at our last meeting. With a capital campaign coming
(probably May – July) and our regular stewardship season in August, how
should we engage a third worthy opportunity related to broader mission?
Some of you have heard a little about the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina’s “Building H.O.P.E. Campaign.” Your pastor – that’s me – is cochairperson of this mission campaign, and our own Dick Larson is the
Director of the congregational phase. The goal is to raise awareness of
mission work our presbytery has been doing well for some time, and to take
some of those successes to another level through a one-time fund-raising
effort.
The causes are praiseworthy: a hospital and school in Malawi, higher
education scholarships in Guatemala, faith development of our youth at
Camp Grier, and even support for creative ministry and technology in many
of our own churches. It is not the cause that Session has struggled with: it is
the timing.
At what point does a church ask too much of its people? Is there such a thing
as “giving fatigue,” much like “compassion fatigue,” where some get
overwhelmed by overdoing or over-giving?
(continued on next page)

(continued from Page 1)
We considered combining the capital campaign with this mission campaign, setting a goal of 10% more than our property development need to give over to mission work through “Building H.O.P.E.” But in the end Session decided to trust that our
people can discern what God is calling them to do, even with multiple choices. Therefore we will emphasize the presbytery
campaign during the month of April, while sometime in May ramping up a capital campaign for property development.
You will soon begin seeing some written materials, hear about it from the pulpit, and hopefully attend our April 17 luncheon
to learn more. I hope you will receive all this as another opportunity among many – and that you will prayerfully consider
these worthy projects. Even moderate gifts are valued, for when many people from many churches get together, our strength is
multiplied, and our witness is profound.
It is much to ask that we all consider supporting extra mission work (even exceptional projects), needed property improvements right here, and the regular operating budget of the church. Yet I know that when we listen carefully and pray faithfully,
we will know what we can and should do in response to each.
- Feild

Congregational Care & Nurture Committees
THE DANIEL PLAN
God designed our bodies to be healthy, providing everything we need to thrive and live
abundantly. And with assistance from medical and fitness experts, Pastor Rick Warren and
thousands of people from his congregation at Saddleback Church started a journey to transform their lives. The result: 15,000 people lost over 260,000 pounds in the first year. But
the changes in people’s lives went far beyond the pounds they lost. This is a biblically
based plan that changes the mind set which leads to a healthier life. The Congregational
Care and Nurture Committees are sponsoring a class on the Daniel Plan starting the last
week of April. If you are interested, go to the CBS News interview to find out more
(https://vimeo.com/99262030) or go to Danielplan.com. Please email or call Janet Speer
with a date/time that will work for you among the ones below:
Monday: 10-11 or 2-3 or evening; Tuesday/Thursday: 9:-10 or 3-4; Wednesday 9-10am;
Friday: Any time from 9-noon

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class

Holy Week & Easter AT BEPC 2016

About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
In April Faith Seekers will be starting a new series in by John Eldridge entitled Epic. When we read the
Bible, we find ourselves in the middle of compelling stories full of adventure, risk, loss, heroism, betrayal,
danger and goodness and love. We will explore these stories and at the same time explore our own,
learning why the story format, one that Jesus himself used, is an effective way to help us reach moral truths.

EASTER DAY AT BEPC
The children enjoy flowering the
cross.

Trip to the Holy Land
The Reverend Whit Malone, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Hickory, is leading a study tour to the Holy Land
this September 9-19. The trip is open to others in our presbytery. The $3930 price includes air, lodging, all meals, entrance
fees, full time guide, tips…everything! For more information, visit www.insightsintravel.com and click on “First Presbyterian Israel” for all the details!







Every trip to Israel is special and there are multitudes of groups that go. So what are the differentiators for this trip?
We do on-site faith lessons directly relating the location to Biblical references with application to our lives.
When possible, we avoid the commercialized tourist sites while attempting to give a feel for what each area was like
during Biblical times.
We immerse ourselves in the land and the culture. While riding on a bus is necessary, we do as little “drive-by”
touring as possible.
Our guide is Jewish and our faith leader is Christian, creating a perfect blend of authentic history and faith.
NO extra charges

MAUNDY THURSDAY SEDER SUPPER

Communications






Walking with Shadows

We are still updating our church directory and ask that you check the information listed under your own name. Is the address (or addresses) correct? Do you want us to include your cell phone number? What about your
e-mail address? Is it correct, also? We will be taking
photos during next few months so that our summer printing will be the
most accurate we can make it. If your picture is missing from the
directory, please contact Donna Dicks dbdicks@skybest.com and we’ll
arrange a time to “snap” a photo when you are in town.
Check out the church website www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org as it is continually being updated. Lots of good
information here!
The cost of printing our newsletter is greatly increased due to using color to enhance the layout. We think it looks
better, but want to hear from you about what you think.
PLEASE send articles to Dedy by the 20th of each month for the upcoming newsletter; you may contact her at:
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

BEPC Preschool
Hello again from the Preschool. The month of March went by in a flash, but we managed to pack in quite a few activities.
We said goodbye to Amanda Leonard (our amazing teacher of 6 years,) and then welcomed our new teacher Vicky Pipes.
The 3 and 4 year old classes had quite a hands-on science lesson when we errupted our very own volcano right outside the
church. I think it’s safe to say these kids won’t ever forget that Volcano starts with "V" and Lava starts with "L."
To end off the month, we had an Easter egg hunt at the preschool. Every child went home smiling that day with their very
own bag of books, toys and candy. Check back with us next month to see what we have accomplished.

This support group, under the direction of Rev. Brant Piper, is currently looking into ways of
staying healthy when taking care of those with mental illness. We have enjoyed excellent
attendance with persons who have much to offer those who deal with day to day challenges. The
group is also in the process of gathering resources. The group meets on the second Monday of
each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.

Spaghetti Supper
MEAL HELP NEEDED!
With Carol Larson recovering from recent heart surgery, we are
in need of some additional leadership to take on some of the responsibilities she and Dick have covered. The Larsons have coordinated the Spaghetti Dinner for LMC students that is coming
up in early May. While many hands make for light work, a person or couple to “take charge” is needed. If anyone is able to
take the leadership role for this, please contact the church office
at 898-5406 by April 11th. If no one “Steps Up To The Plate”
to take charge, we need to notify Lees-McRae College that the supper will be cancelled.

The Game Goes On….
March/April Madness

Shane Parker, Director

Amanda “Leo” Leonard and Shane Parker
“Leo” has been with th the Preschool for
six years. She is working full-time for Lees
-McRae College!

The BEPC Preschool students and “alumni” who joined together
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt at The Farm! How great to have former
Preschoolers join in the fun!

L. Weed
Wham, bam, jam, score
Bounce, pounce, pop, more
The game goes on
Good, bad
Twirl, whirl
chaos
Press, mess, we’re losing
Then
At exactly the right time
The finest coach in the history of the game of Life
The creator of the universe sends in
His game changer
His Substitute
And
We win
By the grace of God
HAPPY EASTER

Community Events

Art in the Sanctuary
April Art in the Sanctuary - Worship Arts Team

Red Cross Blood Drive
The American Red Cross encourages eligible blood donors to make a difference in the lives of
patients this spring by giving blood. Please help by donating blood at the upcoming Lees-McRae
College Blood Drive being held at the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church on Thursday, April 14th
from 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm in the King Fellowship Hall. To make an appointment call Nurse Carl at
(828) 898-8862. Or you may go online at www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code:
Lees-McRae.

One day our pastor, Feild, was visiting a church and saw a beautiful paper banner with a dove
in the sanctuary. He brought this idea back to the Worship Arts Team and they held a workshop with an artist in California (via SKYPE) to learn how to make the banners. Your team
will be placing their first banner in the sanctuary in April. It is carefully cut, hundreds of cutouts to create the image you see. Lots of hands went into the work but the team also thanks
Chris Zimmer, Debbie Tornow and Martha Burns for joining the team to make this banner.
The dove will lead us into our next art project, a fabric art piece representing Pentecost.

EVERY 2 SECONDS SOMEONE IN THE US NEEDS BLOOD!
The American Red Cross needs blood. Impact your community by helping save lives-donate blood!
Thank you for your support!

Comfort Makers
April 7: Community book discussion group meets at the
Historic Banner Elk School’s Book Exchange from
6:30-8:00pm; Jerry Shinn, author of Dixie Autumn will be
with us as we discuss his book. Please join us for the very
first meeting of this group. Members will decide at this time
which book to read for the May 5th gathering.
f you enjoy reading, do come!

Comfort Makers April Dedication
Comfort Makers dedicates April’s blanket to Deka Tate.
From the time Deka joined our church, she has been one
of the most active participants, taking part in almost
every facet of church life. Currently she not only
coordinates the flowers for the sanctuary each Sunday,
but takes the children during the worship hour for their
special Sunday School. The Comfort Makers want Deka
to know that she is mightily appreciated.

Meals for Habitat Volunteers
BEPC will be providing lunch meals for Avery Habitat volunteers on Tuesday, April 5 and WednesApril 6. If you’d like to help with one of these, please sign the list in the hall near the reception area or
Donna Dicks or Claire Fortune.

May 5 and 7: Mark your calendar to attend Avery County Habitat for Humanity’s annual
Women Build event. Women are encouraged to come one or both days to work with others
from our area to work on a Habitat home now under construction. You do not have to be a
skilled carpenter, painter or roofer…you will be given necessary instructions and guidance.
There will also be a need to help with lunch for the two days, if that is your “cup of tea”.
Please contact Melanie Burgin at the Habitat office for more details (733-1909) or Donna
Dicks (898-6667). It is a most rewarding experience!

day,
call

Ben Garris’ Ordination
Ben Garris, a son of BEPC, was ordained into the ministry of Word and Sacrament as a Teaching Elder on February 28.
The service was held in his church of call, the Patuxent Presbyterian Church of California, MD. Ben was presented with a
new robe and a stole as a gift from BEPC; these were lovingly and expertly made by Martha Burns of our choir.

Church Happenings
JULIETS

April Birthdays
1
2
3
3
5
5
11
12
13
15
17
18
20
22
23
23
23
24
29
29
30

Rad Moeller
Jane Stephenson
Cody Shook
Deka Tate
Matthew Wimberly
David Tate
Carolyn Jones
Jerry Olsen
Mark Polderman
Bud Hahn
Jesse Vergara
Harold Durham
Nancy Dosher
Wendy Moeller
Davis Taylor
Pat Samples
Larry Weed
Larry Kennedy
Katy Fletcher
Sallie Prince
Donna Dicks

30

Martha Key

There were 25 JULIETS who had a great time lunching
and visiting at the Pedalin Pig on March 9th. We will next
meet on Wednesday, April 13 at 12:30 pm at Puerto
Neuvo, the Mexican restaurant next to Lowes
Hardware. Hope to see everyone there for another fun
afternoon. Contact Marge Bailey 3 87-4628 for more
information.

Thank You!
To my dear church family friends,
I sincerely appreciate all your prayers, phone calls, and your lovely get well cards
with such sweet messages. All this gave me comfort, made me feel loved, and
certainly helped with my recovery. God really does answer
prayers, as I am improving daily. Thank you again.
Thinking of you with love and prayers
Ashley Smith

You are cordially invited to the
Spring Open House
in celebration of Appalachian Heritage Week and in
honor of community partnerships and support from
Lees-McRae College Employees
Monday, April 11
1:00-5:00 p.m.
Stephenson Center for Appalachia
With questions, please contact Jennie Harpold, director of the
NOSW at Lees-McRae College, at 828.898.8905 or harpoldj@lmc.edu.

Property Development
Dead and problem trees have been removed from the property, and now we are waiting for engineers to complete some work for us to review. We hope to have more to report next month!

Lost & Found Items
If you have lost items at church, they may in our “Lost
and Found” cabinet located in the reception area near the
phone. We’ve noticed that there are several abandoned
umbrellas…if you’ve lost one, please reclaim it.
Otherwise, we will donate the unclaimed ones to
OASIS, our local domestic violence shelter and
information agency. There is also a list of other needed
items near the basket for collecting such things as towels, socks, toiletries, underwear, etc. Please help support this important group and its work.

Bryan McDaniel
We have learned of the death of Bryan McDaniel, on Friday, March 18. Bryan and
his wife, Ann, attended our church some years ago. Bryan underwent successful
heart valve replacement surgery that week, but died unexpectedly while in the
hospital recovering from this procedure. Some folks will remember Ann as a primary
grade teacher at Banner Elk School for many years. Please keep Ann, her sons,
Bryan and Malloy and their families in your prayers. If you wish to send her a card,
please use this address:
Ann McDaniel
1128 Malloy Rd.
Lumber Bridge, NC 28357

April Fellowship Luncheon
Lunch and Building H.O.P.E.
Come join us for lunch, and hear what our Presbytery is doing, with our help, close by and around
the world. Please join us for our regular, fellowship luncheon after worship on April 17th. In addition to great food and an opportunity to share what's going on in our lives with our Banner Elk Presbyterian family, we'll also have a chance to hear about an exciting opportunity presented to us by
our Presbytery. Dick Larson will talk about the Building H.O.P.E. campaign, a fund-raising effort
in support of our medical mission to Malawi, our Guatemala Partnership, Camp Grier (the Presbyterian camp near Old Fort) and the Vital Churches initiative to strengthen our own local churches. We
are often described as being the hands of God. What if we put those hands together? What if?
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April 2016

Thu

Fri

Sat

March Session Review


Received update on progress of the Property Development Task Force.



Designated the month of April for an emphasis on the Presbytery of Western North Carolina’s
Building H.O.P.E. Campaign, which is raising awareness and funds for four mission projects.



Approved sending two representatives from BEPC to a day-long workshop on Church Safety.



Re-approved Chris Zimmer to continue the ministry of Healing Touch among willing members of the congregation,
and noted her additional training and certification in the area of surgical coaching.



Instituted, under the direction of the pastor, a new emphasis on having ordained Ruling Elders occasionally provide
brief faith stories from their personal faith journeys during the regular morning worship service, a few times a year.



Discussed mission involvement/opportunities related to a PWNC Columbia (SC) Flood Relief work trip and a
request from a local church looking for help to rebuild after a fire.



Reviewed Buildings and Grounds projects report and progress, submitted by Church COW (Clerk Of Works) Larry
Zimmer.



Heard update on Preschool search for a new Director (our present director finishes his ASU graduate degree
program soon).



Revealed, by the Permanent Funds Ministry Committee, the Book of Legacy where names of those who have
included the church in their wills are noted.

We Are Connected - Denominational News
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SOUTH CAROLINA
Our Presbytery of Western North Carolina is looking for volunteers to help flood victims near Columbia, SC. A team sponsored by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance will be working May 1-7 (or part of
this time) at a site near Lake Murray Presbyterian Church. Our Session has agreed to cover the expenses of anyone willing to participate in this effort. Anyone interested is asked to call Tony Fortune
(898-4950) for further details and information.

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina is BUILDING
H ealth Care
O utdoor Ministry
P artnered Growth
E ducation

